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Wed 9th March 2006


WITH Bellewstown pair Conor Bruton and Mark Bergin in the line-up, the Dundalk-based St Pat's indoor tug-of-war squad came agonisingly close to repeating their feat of 2002 when they made a clean sweep of World Club titles with wins in all four weight divisions.
However, on this occasions at the world event in Killarney they were denied in controversial circumstances and were forced to settle for three titles -  winning gold at 640kg, 600kg and 680kg.
Mark Bergin emerged from the championships with two gold medals in the 600kg and 640kg, plus silver pulling for the Irish team in the same weight categories.
Bruton, a former Drogheda Independent Sport Star of the Month, won gold at 600kg and was the only local on the Irish team that captured bronze in the 560kg section.
Day one of the championships saw the commencement of the 560kg championships, with St Pat's drawn against opponents from Northern Ireland, Switzerland and China.
Without losing a pull St Pat's easily qualified for the semi-finals and looked set for outright victory.
However, problems arose at the semi-final stage when Kilroe from England changed into different pulling footwear, a move which the other three semi-finalists considered illegal. When the English side refused to revert back to the same footwear as the other three teams, the organisers decided
to abandon the competition. A very unsatisfactory outcome and one that probably deprived St Pat's of the gold medal.
The 640kg championships then got under way and again St Pat's continued their unbeaten run, winning through to the quarter-finals where they took on Dutch champions Lagerweij. The Dutchmen proved no match, nor did the champions from Switzerland in the semi-final.
The final proved an exciting affair as English champions Sheen Farmers proved tough opposition. However after two really good ends St Pat's prevailed to claim the title.
Day two saw the 600kg teams take to the mats and St Pat's continued their winning ways, going through a group of 11 teams unbeaten. They defeated reigning national champions Clonmany in the semi-final to set up a fairly local final against Mountain View. The Pat's were never seriously tested and powered their way to another gold medal.
St Pat's first defeat of the week came against English kingpins Raunds Woodbine at 680kg, losing two pulls to nil. However, they then reeled off nine consecutive wins to move through to a semi-final with Group One winners Heidenskip from Holland.
The Pat's proved triumphant, as did their conquerors in the opening round Raunds Woodbine to set up another tense and exciting final.
On this occasion, though, Raunds were comprehensively defeated as St Pat's claimed their third world title.
The competition then moved onto the international championship and Conor Bruton was part of the 560kg Irish team that battled bravely to take the bronze medal.
A complete St Pat's team represented Ireland in the 640kg championship and they went all the way to the semi-final before going down to Scotland. Ireland rallied, however, and defeated Holland to win the bronze medal.
On the final day of the championship St Pat's again represented Ireland in the 600kg competition and went all the way to the final. Scotland once more provided the opposition and eventually the gold went to Pat's following a thrilling final.
The St Pat¹s panel for the championships was - Conor Bruton, Mark Bergin, Arthur Murray, Tommy Finn, Ronan Hughes, John Muldoon, Frank Egan, Chris Egan, Joseph McGloin, Adrian Lynch, Martin Shields, Pat Reid, Leo Conway, Gary Conway, Hugh Óg Conway, Sean Conway, Hugh Conway Snr. Coaches: Brian
McLoughlin Padraig Rooney. 
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